
 

Legalization: 

Legalization of prostitution is often described as a progressive solution to the harms associated with the 

sex trade. However, other countries who have legalized prostitution demonstrate this model fails to 

protect prostituted men, women, and children and does not solve the problems arising from 

prostitution.1 Legalizing prostitution not only protects those being prostituted, but also the pimps and 

buyers of sex. The abusers should be held accountable, and if prostitution is legalized, they would not 

be. 

Additionally, legalization of prostitution has shown an increase in human sex trafficking. In a study with 

data from 150 countries found that those with “legalized prostitution experience a larger reported 

incidence of trafficking inflows.”2 

The Equality Model: 

StolenYouth advocates for the Equality Model which is based on an approach first adopted in Sweden in 

1999. The Equality Model takes a human rights and gender-equality based approach to prevent 

trafficking and exploitation with three main goals: 

1. Promote equality between men and women; 

2. Address sex trafficking in laws which hold every actor in the exploitation chain accountable 

(buyers, pimps, traffickers, etc.); 

3. Recognize the vulnerability of those in prostitution and provide them with support, 

including exiting the trade.3 

 

The Equality Model focuses on closing “on-ramps” into the industry, such as unemployment, housing 
instability, and substance abuse, and building exit ramps by developing and strengthening programs that 
measurably prevent the demand for child sex trafficking. These include disrupting sex buyers, educating 
vulnerable populations, and providing wraparound services for survivors. 
 

Additionally, this approach is survivor-centered, ensuring that their health, well-being, and economic 
opportunity are prioritized above organized crime networks and sex tourists.4 
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