
 

Individuals in prostitution are consenting adults. 

The overwhelming majority of those involved in the sex trade are children, teens, and adults who 

entered the trade before they turned 18, particularly women and girls. An estimated 199,000 children 

and youth are exploited in the commercial sex trade in the United States every year1, and one million 

children worldwide.2 

 

The buying and selling of children only happens overseas, where sex tourism flourishes. 

The sexual exploitation of children happens on a large scale in the United States as well. The U.S. State 

Department found that the majority of victims of sex trafficking within the United States are girls under 

the age of 183, and the average age of entry into prostitution in the United States is 15 years old.4  In 

Washington state, the average age of entry into the commercial sex trade is 14 years old.5 

Additionally, the increased use of the internet and technology has made it easier to sexually exploit 

children everywhere. Pimps use the internet, text messaging, digital and web cameras to set up “dates” 

for the children and youth.6  From 2010 to 2015 there was an 846% increase in reports of suspected 

child sex trafficking attributed directly to the increased use of the Internet to sell children for sex. 7 

 

Teenagers involved in prostitution are delinquent criminals who deserve to be arrested. 

According to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA), any child under the age of 18 who is used for 

the purpose of exploitation through sexual servitude (prostitution), regardless of the absence of 

economic leverage, manipulation, fraud, coercion, threats, force or violence, is considered a victim of a 

severe form of human trafficking.8 Tragically, in the U.S., these children are routinely arrested and 

charged with prostitution rather than being given the protection of the TVPA and the social services they 

deserve.9 Every act of “prostitution” where a child is involved and a pimp, parent, or other person 



receives money is an act of child rape, human trafficking, and commercial sexual exploitation. Every 

minor who is involved in “prostitution” is a victim of child abuse. 

In Washington state, “Safe Harbor” legislation was passed to better help child survivors of sex trafficking 

by: 

• Prohibiting anyone under the age of 18 to be charged with the crime of prostitution; 

• Allowing law enforcement to take youth victims into custody for their protection when the child 

is in danger; 

• Create liaisons with the Department of Children, Youth, and Families to connect youth to 

services’ 

• Pilot two therapeutic receiving centers where law enforcement can take sexually exploited 

children instead of detention to receive services and begin the process of recovery.10 

Law enforcement in several Washington state jurisdictions have redirected their focus to arresting 

buyers and referring victims to services.5 

 

Youth are sexually aware and should be allowed to choose prostitution as an expression of their 

sexuality. 

According to Federal law, there is no such thing as a “child prostitute,” and any child under age 18 

engaging in commercial sex is a victim of sex trafficking.11 Some of the most marginalized children are 

disproportionately at risk of being trafficked or exploited, including those who are LGBTQ+, homeless, or 

those escaping an abusive home. Most runaway, homeless, abused, and at-risk children are approached 

by pimps and drug dealers within 48 hours of landing on the streets.12 

Regardless of how they became involved in prostitution, children can never consent to being exploited 

and abused. As stated by End Child Prostitution and Trafficking International, “It is adults who create 

‘child prostitution’ through their demand for children as sexual objects, their misuse of power and their 

desire for profit.”13 

 

 

Information provided by StolenYouth in conjunction with Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation (CAASE). 
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